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MIDVALE PRIMARY SCHOOL — ELECTRONIC SPEED ZONE LIMIT 
Grievance 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [9.08 am]: I direct my grievance, which is about a most serious issue in my 
electorate, to the Minister for Transport. Last month I wrote to the Minister for Road Safety about this  
issue—I note that in her correspondence to me she forwarded a copy of my letter to the minister’s office—but 
I was disappointed by her response. Put simply, the issue is this: the speed limit along Morrison Road, which is 
one of the main boundary roads of Midvale Primary School, is 60 kilometres an hour. Morrison Road is not 
regarded as a regular suburban street with a speed limit of 50 kilometres an hour; rather, it is considered a feeder 
road and, therefore, the speed limit on that road is 60 kilometres an hour. The road is a dual carriageway at that 
point and traffic volumes have increased in recent years. We have a very dangerous situation in the mornings and 
afternoons as children attempt to cross that road to go to school. Having crossed at the crossing point, children 
also have to cross Wellaton Street at the intersection with Morrison Road. The students at Midvale Primary 
School are not getting the same protection children at most other schools in this state are. There is  
a 60-kilometre-an-hour speed limit and children have to negotiate a busy road in the mornings—young lives are 
being put at risk. 

I request the installation of a 40-kilometre-an-hour school zone. I would have thought that that is something that 
the Minister for Road Safety would be interested in. She has often talked about school zones in this house and 
during the estimates committee process. The minister will know that the government has a program of putting 
flashing lights in school zones, although we have never seen the science behind that program in terms of its 
validity as a road safety measure that will save lives. Be that as it may, it is certainly a very popular program that 
the community welcomes. The sad thing is that there is no prospect of getting school zone flashing lights for 
Midvale Primary School when it does not even have a school zone. I raise this issue with the acting minister by 
way of grievance today because I do not want see another school year start without a school zone in place at 
Midvale Primary School. 

I note that a couple of days ago, I received a letter dated 13 October from the office of the Minister for Police; 
Tourism; Road Safety; Women’s Interests that states — 

Dear Ms Roberts 

Thank you for your email received on 3 October 2014 regarding the 60km speed limit on Morrison 
Road as it passes the Midvale Primary School. 

The concerns you have raised have been noted by the Minister. As the matter falls within the portfolio 
responsibilities of the Hon Dean Nalder MLA, Minister for Transport, the Minister has requested that 
your correspondence be forwarded to his office for attention and any appropriate action. 

Yours sincerely 

PHILIPPA REID 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
cc: Minister for Transport 

I regard that as a very unsatisfactory response from the office of the Minister for Road Safety. I expect that 
response was drafted by the police department rather than the Office of Road Safety. I suggest that in the future 
the minister’s office might actually refer matters about school zones to the Office of Road Safety for the drafting 
of responses, because it may be a little more interested and not just fob the issue off without any investigation. 
I am hopeful that the Minister for Transport will commit today to a review of this situation. I think that once the 
situation is reviewed, the minister will see the merits in dropping the speed limit to 40 kays an hour. 

Midvale Primary School has a very healthy school population with over 400 students at the school—and it is 
growing. Schools in that part of my electorate are growing rather than declining in numbers, and more students 
will be affected by this in future years. I also note that traffic volumes on Morrison Road—certainly to me—
appear to have increased dramatically in recent years. Many people travel to work each morning and home from 
work each afternoon along Morrison Road. They are from suburbs including Midvale, Swan View and 
Greenmount, and in some instances people cut through from Middle Swan and Stratton to avoid traffic on other 
roads. Morrison Road has become busier and busier. In recent years there have been roadworks on 
Morrison Road—slip lanes and the like have been put in—but I really think that an urgent review of the speed 
limit is needed. I believe that during morning and afternoon school hours, the speed limit needs to be 
40 kays an hour. I know that this matter has very widespread support amongst the parent group at 
Midvale Primary School, and that it was raised with the Department of Education and other relevant authorities 
by the previous principal in the last couple of years. I am still chasing down details of that because those 
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approaches were made by the previous school principal about his concerns. The current principal is very 
concerned about the speed limit and the safety of children crossing Morrison Road, as is the parent group. 

I have spoken to a couple of Midvale Primary School parents in recent weeks, and they are very supportive of 
a 40-kay limit. There may be some people who are not happy and will not want to slow down on their way to or 
from work, but a school zone is really just a short section of road. I have seen school zones in place on roads that 
take much higher levels of traffic. In my electorate Great Eastern Highway has a 60-kay limit and goes in front 
of Governor Stirling Senior High School and children cross it without a school zone. I think that should be 
investigated, but this school is pretty clear-cut and a review needs to happen straightaway. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.15 am]: I thank the member for her grievance 
and I agree that the safety of schoolchildren is an important matter. I understand that the member forwarded 
correspondence to the Office of Road Safety on this matter and that correspondence was forwarded on to me in 
the last few days. I have only recently become aware of this issue. 

By way of background, Main Roads Western Australia is responsible for and has developed policy and 
guidelines for school zones based on best practice from other state road authorities and road safety research. This 
policy was developed in conjunction with stakeholders such as WA Police and the Department of Education. In 
developing this policy, it was important to be mindful of putting in place a system that would be accepted by the 
majority of motorists and members of the community For this reason, school zones across the state are only 
installed on school frontage roads to ensure that motorists make a direct connection between the school and the 
lower speed limit and exercise additional caution. Accordingly, school zone signs have been installed on 
Midvale Primary School’s frontage roads, Midvale Place and Wellaton Street. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: They are very minor little roads. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I will come to that. 

The 40-kilometre-an-hour signs are restricted because we want people to make a direct connection with the 
school when they are in a school zone. That is why we limit the number of 40-kilometre zones specifically to the 
front of schools. Experience has shown that installation of school zone signs on sections of road that do not 
directly front schools diminishes the association between the signs and the school and reduces the overall 
effectiveness of the school zone initiative. It is considered that extending the school zone to include 
Morrison Road at this point would not be appropriate. Notwithstanding this, the safety of students crossing 
Morrison Road is catered for by a school crossing and guard at Wellaton Street on the school boundary. The 
guard crossing operates both in the morning and afternoon at school start and finish times. In addition,  
a two-metre-high fence has been installed at the school along Morrison Road to encourage students to make their 
crossing of Morrison Road at the guard facility rather than attempt to cross elsewhere. Any student crossing 
Morrison Road should be encouraged to cross at the safest location. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: They are encouraged to do that and it is not working. 
Mr D.C. NALDER: I understand that observations by Main Roads officers on a number of occasions indicated 
there was a high level of student usage of the crossing and that the facility was operating appropriately. It was 
also observed that the majority of motorists were aware of the crossing and were slowing on the approach even 
though the traffic warden was not signalling for them to stop. However, in view of the concerns raised by 
parents, I have asked Main Roads to review safety at this location to see whether further improvements can be 
made. We view the safety of all students as important. I think there is a responsibility to encourage students to 
use the guard facility and for them to do so. We will continue to explore ways to ensure that we make this a safe 
area. 
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